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Dear Friend of Education,

Welcome to Nashville and the ECS 
National Forum on Education Policy! 
Thank you for joining hundreds of your 
peers at the premier 50-state education 
policy event of 2009. Our theme for the 
conference is “Shifting Education and the 
Economy into High Gear.”  We promise 
to get your “wheels turning” with more 
than 30 knowledge-packed sessions, roundtables and workshops.

You will have plenty of opportunities to network with each other 
and with ECS Corporate Partners, including: Pearson, College 
Board, Worldwide Interactive Network (WIN), Educational Testing 
Service (ETS), Measured Progress and MetaMetrics.

Enjoy your engagement in deep discussions with other high-level 
policymakers from across the 50 states and U.S. territories. Also 
take this opportunity to meet many of the 2009 State Teachers of 
the Year as well as members of the 100 District Leaders Network 
(DLN). Our goal is to help you gain critical insights from top 
education leaders and return to your state inspired and equipped 
for today’s tough challenges.

Best regards,

Roger Sampson
President
Education Commission of the States



Presiding: 
Tim Pawlenty
Governor of Minnesota and 2008-10 ECS Chair
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ECS is the only nationwide, nonpartisan interstate 
compact devoted to education at all levels.

Our core purpose is to enlighten, equip and 
engage key education leaders — governors, 
legislators, chief state school officers, higher 
education officials, business leaders and others — 
to work side by side to improve education across 
the 50 states and U.S. territories.

What we do:
  Conduct policy research and analysis
  Convene state, regional and national policy 

conferences
  “Connect the dots” across the policy landscape
  Promote networks and partnerships
 Provide information and news
 Customize technical assistance

2009 NATIONAL FORUM PLANNING COMMITTEE

THE EDUCATION COMMISSION OF THE STATES

Special thanks and recognition go to the following ECS commissioners who took 
on the additional responsibility of helping to plan this year’s National Forum:

Hon. Norman Sakamoto
Chair

Majority Floor Leader and Chair,  
Senate Education Committee, Hawaii State Senate
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President & CEO
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Hon. Barbara Clark
2008-10 ECS Vice Chair

Assemblywoman and Member, Assembly Education Committee
New York State Assembly
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President
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TRANSPORTATION

Nashville iNterNatioNal airport (BNa)
Nashville International Airport is served by 16 airlines; operating 400 
average daily flights to 89 markets and 49 non-stop markets.
www.nashintl.com/default.aspx

airport traNsit services:

SuperShuttle
1.800.BLUEVAN
1.800.258.3826
www.supershuttle.com

After picking up your luggage on Level 2 (luggage pickup level), 
please proceed down to the Ground Transportation level. The 
customer service counter is on the left side of the room against the 
front wall, near the doors. The fare is $12 each way.

taxi caB services:
From the airport, the meter starts at $7.00 and the rate is $2.00 
per mile. There is a flat rate of $25.00 plus tip to the Sheraton 
Nashville Downtown Hotel. Taxis cabs are located on Level 1-Ground 
Transportation. This is one level below Baggage Claim.

Allied Cab
615.883.2323

Yellow Cab
615.256.0101 

Diamond Cab
615.254.6596 

United Cab
615.228.6969

American Music City Cab
615.742.3030 

Checker Cab
615.256.7000 

Nashville Cab
615.242.7070  

Handicapped services are offered by most taxi companies during 
airport hours. However, to ensure that an accessible taxi will be 
available for your use, please call the service of your choice for 
schedules, reservations, fees or other information.

WHAT TO WEAR

Nashville is hot and humid in the summer so wear appropriate 
clothes for any outdoor events or travel days. The air conditioning 
in the summer can keep most buildings quite cool so business-
casual attire with a light jacket or sweater is recommended for all 
events in the hotel.

AREA ATTRACTIONS:

The low down on Nashville ... it rocks! So much to see ... so little time. 
With a multitude of outstanding attractions, events, tours, shopping, 
restaurants and live entertainment, it’s hard to fit everything into a 
single visit. This is the place where music is inspired, created, recorded 
and performed. The promise of Nashville is to provide the ultimate 
musical entertainment experience ... celebrated throughout its diverse 
cultural and entertainment offerings ... and presented in an authentic, 
unique, friendly and unpretentious atmosphere.

Today, Nashville is home to over 80 record labels, 130 music 
publishers and, at last count, over 180 recording studios. On any 
given night, there are over 100 live music clubs in Nashville where 
you can see and hear artists from every genre performing. 
 
FiNd the heart oF couNtry Music:

Music Row
Today, major labels, publishing firms, booking agencies and 
recording studios all call this area home. Music Row forms a 
rectangle between Sixteenth and Seventeenth Avenues South, and 
Division and Grand Streets.

Ryman Theater
www.ryman.com
Musicians ranging from Roy Acuff to James Brown and Patsy Cline 
to Sheryl Crow have performed on the Ryman stage, making it a 
historical as well as a current-day icon for people everywhere.

The Grand Ole Opry
www.opry.com
Early Opry performers such as Roy Acuff, Minnie Pearl, Ernest Tubb 
and Bill Monroe became musical foundations for the Opry during its 
years in residence at the historic Ryman Auditorium, later welcoming 
to the stage artists who would become entertainment icons in their 
own right including Loretta Lynn, Dolly Parton and current stars such 
as Carrie Underwood.
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uNravel history:

Country Music Hall of Fame
www.countrymusichalloffame.com
The Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum unravels history 
through lively exhibitions that include interactions with songwriters, 
musicians and artists. A self-guided tour covering two floors of the 
Museum, Sing Me Back Home tells the story of country music from 
its pre-commercial roots in the 19th century through its vibrant life in 
the 21st century.

The Hermitage Home of Andrew Jackson
www.thehermitage.com
The Hermitage mansion has been meticulously restored to its 
1837 appearance and today looks much as it did when Andrew 
Jackson returned to it after finishing his second term as President. 
The Hermitage is open daily from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. from 
April 1 – October 15.

General Jackson Showboat
www.generaljackson.com
This 300-foot paddlewheel riverboat is one of the largest showboats 
in the country. It boasts four massive decks with a beautiful two-
story Victorian Theater located in the center of the boat where live 
music shows are performed. Both midday and evening cruises offer a 
variety of entertainment options throughout the year.

revisit Nature:

The Parthenon
www.nashville.gov/parthenon  
The re-creation of the 42-foot statue Athena is the focus of the 
Parthenon just as it was in ancient Greece. The building and the 
Athena statue are both full-scale replicas of the Athenian originals. 
The Parthenon also serves as the city of Nashville’s art museum. 

Cheekwood Botanical Gardens
www.cheekwood.org
Cheekwood is a 55-acre botanical garden and art museum located 
on the historic Cheek estate. Cheekwood is located at 1200 Forrest 
Park Drive, approximately 8½ miles southwest of downtown 
Nashville and is adjacent to the Percy Warner Park and Golf Course. 
For more information, call 615.356.8000.

Percy and Edwin Werner Park
www.nashville.gov/parks/locations/warner.htm
The Warner Parks are the largest municipally administered parks in 
Tennessee and together span 2,684 acres of forest and field, nine 
miles from downtown Nashville. The parks are located at 2500 
Old Hickory Blvd.

learN the two-step:

Wildhorse Saloon
www.wildhorsesaloon.com
Simultaneously a restaurant, bar, concert site, dance venue and TV 
studio, the saloon draws more 1.5 million music fans to have a great 
meal, catch the hottest concerts and learn the newest dance steps.

Robert’s Western World
www.robertswesternworld.com
As the “Home of Traditional Country Music,” you will not find 
another like Robert’s Western World. Robert’s is located in the heart 
of Music City at 416 Broadway adjacent to the Nashville Convention 
Center, Gaylord Entertainment Center and the Ryman Auditorium.

Hillsboro Village
www.hillsborovillage.com
Adjacent to Vanderbilt Univeristy, Hillsboro village is a charming 
neighborhood featuring several one-of-a-kind shops and eateries. 
You’ll find anything from fine cutlery, used books and French 
pastries, to loft apartments and Nashville’s best pancakes at this 
trendy place to shop.Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum/photo courtesy of Nashville Convention and Visitors Bureau
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sheratoN Nashville dowNtowN hotel
623 Union Street 
Nashville, TN 37219 
800.447.9825 (toll free)
615.259.2000 (phone)
615-742-6057 (fax)
www.sheraton.com/nashvilledowntown

hotel restauraNts & louNges
Speakers Bistro (American Cuisine)
Open for breakfast, lunch and dinner from 6:30 a.m. – 10:00 p.m.
Sessions Lounge (Cocktails and Appetizers)
Open from 2:00-11:00 p.m.

MeetiNg eveNts
All National Forum sessions and events will take place at the 
Sheraton Nashville Downtown Hotel unless otherwise noted in this 
program. For assistance during the meeting, please stop by the ECS 
Registration Desk, in the Legislative Terrace, 2nd Floor.

registratioN desk hours:
Located in the Legislative Terrace, 2nd Floor.
   Wednesday, July 8  10:00 a.m. – 6:30 p.m.
   Thursday, July 9  7:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
   Friday, July 10    7:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

ecs Media aNd press oFFice hours:
Located in Suite 3, 3rd Floor
   Wednesday, July 8  10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
   Thursday, July 9  7:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
   Friday, July 10   7:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

ecs products  
Please stop by the ECS products table, located in the Legislative 
Terrace, 2nd Floor 

cyBer caFé
Be sure to visit the Cyber Café, located in the Legislative Terrace on the 
2nd Floor, to check your e-mail and see what’s new on ECS’ Web site.
   Wednesday, July 8  12:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
   Thursday, July 9  7:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
   Friday, July 10   7:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

Badges
Your name badge is required for admission to all sessions, meal 
functions and social events. 

special dietary Needs
If you indicated on your registration form any special dietary needs 
such as vegetarian, diabetic, etc., you will receive a colored card in 
your registration materials. Please place this card on your plate at 
each meal to alert the wait staff to your special needs. They will do 
their best to accommodate you.

sMokiNg policy
Smoking is not permitted at any ECS function. This includes all 
meeting rooms and outside event locations involving sessions, 
workshops, banquets, luncheons and receptions.

photocopyiNg/FaxiNg
Services are available through the hotel’s business center located on 
the Lobby Level on the 1st floor of the hotel.

electroNic devices/cell phoNes
Before entering any session or event, please turn off or adjust to a 
quiet setting all noise-producing electronic equipment.

2Nd Floor

WOMEN

FOYER

CAPITOL BALLROOM 1 DAVIDSON ADAVIDSON B

CAPITOL BALLROOM 2

CAPITOL BALLROOM 3

LEGISLATIVE 
TERRACE

REG DESK

ECS PRODUCTS

CYBER CAFÉ

CAPITOL BALLROOM 4

LOBBY

KITCHEN RESTAURANT

MEN
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3rd Floor

4th-7th Floors

GUEST 
LOUNGE

RESTROOM

EXECUTIVE 
BOARDROOM

SUITE 3

MEDIA OFFICE

ATRIUM

GUEST ROOMS

GUEST ROOMS

GUEST 
LOUNGE

RESTROOM

SUITE A

SUITE B

ATRIUM

GUEST ROOMS

GUEST ROOMS
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10:00 AM -- 6:30 PM LEGISLATIVE TERRACE, 2ND FLOOR

National Forum Registration Desk 

10:00 AM -- 1:00 PM SUITE 3, 3RD FLOOR

Media/Press Office 

12:00 PM -- 6:30 PM LEGISLATIVE TERRACE, 2ND FLOOR

Cyber Café

1:00 PM -- 2:00 PM DAVIDSON ROOM, 2ND FLOOR

session #125 
Unique Local Partners Create Pathways for Graduation 
and Beyond for At-Risk Students in Nashville 

Learn How They’re Doing It!
Learn how Nashville Mayor Karl Dean is partnering successfully with the 
Metropolitan Nashville Public Schools and other public and private partners 
to get dropouts and those at risk of dropping out to come back to school or 
stay in school. Learn how Nashville has succeeded in creating Big Picture 
and Diploma Plus high schools — along with Gateway to College schools, 
a middle school, after-school program based on the Providence, Rhode 
Island model — and the unique Attendance Center that partners with 
local public agencies to reduce dropout numbers, truancy and attendance 
issues by arranging wraparound services for at-risk students.

Participants include:
Danielle Mezera
Director, Mayor’s Office of Children & Youth, Tennessee.

4:00 PM -- 4:45 PM CAPITOL BALLROOM 4, 2ND FLOOR

session #140 
Commissioners’ Business Session
ECS Commissioners are invited to join their colleagues and represent 
their state at the annual business meeting of the Commission:
 
Presiding

Tim Pawlenty
Governor of Minnesota; 2008-10 ECS Chair

Participants include:
Barbara Clark
Assemblywoman, New York Assembly; ECS Vice Chair;  
Member, ECS Executive and Steering Committees
Richard Rhoda
Executive Director of the Tennessee Higher Education Commission;  
ECS Treasurer; Member, ECS Executive and Steering Committees
Roger Sampson
President, Education Commission of the States, Colorado

6:00 PM -- 7:30 PM CAPITOL BALLROOM 1, 2ND FLOOR

session #160
Welcome Reception at the Hotel  
Welcome Remarks from Nashville Mayor Karl Dean
Awards Presentation:

Tim Pawlenty
Governor of Minnesota, 2008-10 ECS Chair

 
2009 Frank Newman Award for State Innovation
Governor Pawlenty will present the 2009 Frank Newman Award for 
State Innovation to the State of Tennessee.
Accepting Award:

Phil Bredesen
Governor of Tennessee

 
2009 ECS Corporate Award 
Governor Pawlenty will present the 2009 ECS 
Corporate Award to Project Lead The Way, Inc. 

Accepting Award:
Richard Blais
Vice President and Co-Founder,  
Project Lead The Way, Inc., New York
Richard C. Liebich
Chief Executive Officer and Co-Founder, Project Lead The Way, Inc., New York

2009 LESN Recognition Award
Accepting Award:

Mark Hudson
Senior Legislative Analyst, Arkansas General Assembly
 

The Legislative Education Staff Network (LESN) is a joint and 
collaborative partnership between the Education Commission of 
the States (ECS) and the National Conference of State Legislatures 
(NCSL). Each year, this group recognizes an outstanding education 
legislative staff member who has provided outstanding service to the 
legislative process and been active in LESN.

Wednesday, July 8
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7:00 AM -- 5:30 PM LEGISLATIVE TERRACE, 2ND FLOOR

National Forum Registration Desk 

7:00 AM -- 5:00 PM SUITE 3, 3RD FLOOR

Media/Press Office 

7:00 AM -- 5:30 PM LEGISLATIVE TERRACE, 2ND FLOOR

Cyber Café

7:30 AM -- 8:15 AM CAPITOL BALLROOM 2,3,4, 2ND FLOOR

Networking Breakfast Buffet

 
8:15 AM -- 9:15 AM CAPITOL BALLROOM 2,3,4, 2ND FLOOR

session 220 
From Policy to Reality: What Will Prepare  
Our Students for Success? 
The presentation will focus on the effects of 
federal, state and local education policy on schools 
and classrooms and ultimately the workforce. 
Dr. Elmore’s research has a direct impact and 
relationship on how the education system can and 
must be aligned to the global workforce. Governor 
Pawlenty will be facilitating this session.

Presiding
Tim Pawlenty
Governor of Minnesota; 2008-10 ECS Chair

Participants include:
Richard Elmore
Professor of Education and Co-Director of CPRE, Harvard University  
Graduate School of Education, Massachusetts

9:15 AM -- 9:30 AM LEGISLATIVE TERRACE, 2ND FLOOR

Break

9:30 AM -- 10:15 AM CAPITOL BALLROOM 2,3,4, 2ND FLOOR

session 222 
Innovation and Technology to Connect Education and 
Workforce
This presentation highlights how some states are ensuring alignment 
between education and workforce while addressing dropout 
prevention, closing achievement gaps, increasing relevance and 
student engagement, documenting student skills and increasing 
college and work readiness.

Participants include:
Jeb Bush
Former Governor of Florida
Teresa Chasteen
Co-Founder, CEO and President of Worldwide Interactive Network (WIN), Tennessee

10:15 AM -- 10:45 AM CAPITOL BALLROOM 2,3,4, 2ND FLOOR

session 223 
Governors Panel
Governors respond to challenges in meeting workforce needs 
including: retooling workers through increased access to training, 
validating skills and credentials; policies that attract and support 
globally competetive state-led regional economies; leveraging and 
aligning federal programs to maximize impact and miminimize 
duplication; and the role of K-12 in state economies.

Presiding
Tim Pawlenty
Governor of Minnesota; 2008-10 ECS Chair

10:45 AM -- 11:00 AM LEGISLATIVE TERRACE, 2ND FLOOR

Break

Thursday, July 9
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11:00 AM -- 12:00 PM CAPITOL BALLROOM 1, 2ND FLOOR

session 225 
More with Dr. Richard Elmore
Dr. Elmore will continue to address educational and workforce issues 
raised in his previous Plenary Session.

Participants include:
Richard Elmore
Professor of Education and Co-Director of CPRE, Harvard University  
Graduate School of Education, Massachusetts

11:00 AM -- 12:00 PM DAVIDSON A, 2ND FLOOR

session 226 
Multi-State Collaborations:  
Lessons Learned from Two New England Efforts
This session will explore two efforts at multi-state collaboration: 
the development of the New England Comprehensive Assessment 
Program (NECAP) and the newly formed New England Secondary 
School Consortium. Through NECAP, three states developed common 
grade-level expectations and common assessments in reading, 
mathematics, writing and science. The Consortium’s goal is to ensure 
that by 2016 every public high school student in the four partner 
states will receive an education that prepares them for college, 
career and civic responsibility in our increasingly interconnected 
global community. This session will highlight the benefits, challenges 
and lessons learned from these collaborative efforts.

Participants include:
Duke Albanese
Co-Executive Director, Great Schools Partnership, Maine
Jennifer Piscatelli (Moderator)
Policy Analyst, Education Commission of the States, Colorado
Mary Ann Snider,
Director, Office of Assessment and Accountability at the Rhode Island 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 

 
11:00 AM -- 12:00 PM DAVIDSON B, 2ND FLOOR 

session 227 
Building Stepping Stones into the Workforce
States are developing many innovative strategies to more effectively 
move low-skilled, low-wage adults into the workforce by customizing 
academic programs to meet the unique needs of non-traditional 
entrants into postsecondary education. This session will look at how 
some states are moving to stackable certificates that will allow students 
to take shorter and more achievable steps to prepare for postsecondary 
education so they can more efficiently move into livable-wage jobs.

Participants include:
Barbara Endel
Independent Consultant, Endel Consulting, Ohio
Garrison Walters
Executive Director, South Carolina Commission on Higher Education 
South Carolina

11:00 AM -- 12:00 PM  SUITE 4A & 4B, 4TH FLOOR

session 228 
P-20 with No Money: How States Can Move P-20 
Agendas Forward During Challenging Economic Times
This session will discuss state approaches to help 
implement P-20 alignment efforts despite slim state 
budgets. The session will identify high-leverage efforts 
to allow states to gain maximum “bang for their 
buck” in improving P-20 transitions, and public and 
private partnerships that can further P-20 efforts.

Participants include:
Jennifer Dounay Zinth (Moderator)
Senior Policy Analyst, Education Commission of the States, Colorado
Lynne Weisenbach
Vice Chancellor for P-16 Initiatives, Board of Regents of the  
University System of Georgia

11:00 AM -- 12:00 PM SUITE 5A & 5B, 5TH FLOOR 
session 229 

Science and Mathematics Teacher Imperative:  
How State Universities Can Take the Teacher 
Preparation Bull By the Horns
Producing more high-quality science and math 
teachers is not just important for middle and high 
schools, but is an essential component to ensuring 
a robust economy. This discussion will highlight the 
collaborative role that 114 state universities are 
playing in the preparation of strong math and science 
teachers and the promise of stronger state-university cooperation.

Participants include:
Michael Allen
Principal, Allen Education, LLC, District of Columbia
Charles Coble (Moderator)
Partner, The Third Mile Group, North Carolina
Howard Gobstein
Vice President, Research and Science Policy, Association of Public  
Land-Grant Universities, District of Columbia
Richard Herman
Chancellor, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

12:00 PM -- 12:15 PM LEGISLATIVE TERRACE, 2ND FLOOR

Break 
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12:15 PM -- 1:30 PM CAPITOL BALLROOM 2,3,4, 2ND FLOOR 
session 231 

Plenary Lunch – Disrupting Class: How Disruptive 
Innovation Will Change the Way the World Learns
While computers and technology pervade every 
part of life today, today’s schools look pretty much 
the same as yesterday’s schools. Looking inside of 
schools reveals many opportunities for disruptive 
solutions, like computer-based learning, to take 
root. What inhibits these opportunities? What 
enables them?

Participants include:
Clayton Christensen
Robert and Jane Cizik Professor of Business Administration, 
Harvard Business School, Massachusetts

1:30 PM -- 1:45 PM LEGISLATIVE TERRACE, 2ND FLOOR

Break 

1:45 PM -- 2:45 PM CAPITOL BALLROOM 2,3,4, 2ND FLOOR

session 233 
The People Side of Reform: State Strategies for 
Enhancing Teacher Effectiveness
Strategic Management of Human Capital includes 
two basic strategies: 1) Recruiting and retaining 
top teacher, principal and central office talent, 
who are key to implement the powerful education 
improvement strategies needed for big, urban districts 
and 2) managing that talent around the most 
effective instructional practice — instruction that can produce large 
student learning gains. Hear about what’s been learned from urban 
district case studies and how these lessons will form the basis of five 
action initiatives to be launched in 2009.

Participants include:
Allan Odden
Co-Director of Strategic Management of Human Capital (SMHC);  
Professor of Educational Leadership and Policy Analysis,  
and Co-Director, CPRE, University of Wisconsin-Madison 

2:45 PM -- 3:00 PM LEGISLATIVE TERRACE, 2ND FLOOR

Break

3:00 PM -- 4:00 PM SUITE 4A & 4B, 4TH FLOOR

session 235
What Does it Take for State Policy to Enable Disruptive 
Innovation? 
This follow-up session with Clayton Christensen will provide the 
opportunity for deeper discussion related to disruptive innovation.

Participants include:
Clayton Christensen
Robert and Jane Cizik Professor of Business Administration, 
Harvard Business School, Massachusetts

3:00 PM -- 4:00 PM SUITE 5A & 5B, 5TH FLOOR

session 236 
21st Century Skills: Flavor of the Month or Here to Stay? 
Seeking to ensure that students are prepared for 
changing educational and career demands, states 
are developing “21st century standards.” This 
session will explore emerging state practices and 
lessons learned related to 21st century standards 
and assessments, and how these new tools might 
complement — rather than supplant — other 
efforts to help all students achieve high expectations.

Participants include:
Jennifer Dounay Zinth (Moderator)
Senior Policy Analyst, Education Commission of the States, Colorado
Paul Reville
Secretary of Education, Executive Office of Education, Massachusetts

3:00 PM -- 4:00 PM SUITE 6A & 6B, 6TH FLOOR

session 237 
Tapping Technology to Maximize Student Achievement
While today’s students commonly use technological 
tools during out-of-school time for learning, 
social networking and play, many schools are 
not maximizing technology’s capacity to more 
effectively deliver content, increase student 
engagement and assess student mastery of 
knowledge and skills. This session will explore the 
unfulfilled potential of emerging technologies to increase efficiencies 
and enhance student achievement.

Participants include:
Bill Tucker
Education Sector, District of Columbia
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3:00 PM -- 4:00 PM DAVIDSON A, 2ND FLOOR 
session 238 

A New Model to Improve Math Instruction & Student 
Learning in the Early Years
There are three critical areas of study that appear 
to make a difference in teacher practice, and 
ultimately, student learning: subject-specific content 
knowledge, pedagogical content knowledge and 
the use of evidence of learning to meet immediate 
learning needs. Educational Testing Service and 
Tennessee State University have involved a consortium of Tennessee 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) in a professional 
development project in order to address and integrate the content 
from all three areas to form a powerful professional development 
experience. Funded by the State of Tennessee, the project involves 
a unique partnership between colleges and elementary schools that 
work together to identify, develop and implement best practices 
in mathematics. The process of establishing the project, necessary 
components and preliminary results of the effort will be presented 
along with a “view from within” by participating school principals.

Participants include:
Lisa Belfield
Associate Research Scientist, Educational Testing Service, New Jersey
Tommie Brown
Vice Chairman, House Education Committee,  
Tennessee House of Representatives, Tennessee
Tisa Day
Principal, Isaac Lane Technology Magnet School, Tennessee
Peter Millet
Dean, Tennessee State University College of Education, Tennessee
Michael Nettles
Senior Vice President and Edmund W. Gordon Chair
Educational Testing Service, New Jersey
Barbara Weren
Mathematics Assessment Specialist, Educational Testing Service, New Jersey

3:00 PM -- 5:00 PM DAVIDSON B, 2ND FLOOR 
session 239 

Perspectives on Productivity: Making Opportunity 
Affordable in an Era of Constrained Resources for 
Tennessee Higher Education
(Note: this session lasts for two hours and overlaps with the Roundtable sessions.)
Tennessee ranks 44th nationally in the percentage 
of its working-age adults with an associates degree 
or higher and has significant gaps in participation 
by geographic area and student socioeconomic 
status, race/ethnicity and age. Furthermore, degree 
productivity consistently has lagged as state support per 
student has waxed and waned across economic cycles. Increased degree 
attainment became the cornerstone of Tennessee’s participation in Making 
Opportunity Affordable (MOA), a multi-state, multi-year initiative funded 
by Lumina Foundation for Education to increase the degree productivity of 
state higher education systems. A recent policy audit highlighted several 
areas in which postsecondary policies lack alignment with the productivity 
agenda of MOA. Dennis Jones, who led the policy audit, will facilitate a 
conversation involving various stakeholders to examine how campuses, 
localities, the business community and state policymakers frame the 
problem and view their role in contributing to solutions.

Participants include:
Dennis Jones (Moderator)
President, National Center for Higher Education Management Systems, Colorado
Miles Burdine
President & CEO, Kingsport Area Chamber of Commerce, Tennessee
Shirley Raines
President, University of Memphis, Tennessee
Suzanne Walsh
Senior Program Director, Lumina Foundation for Education, Indiana
Jamie Woodson
Senate Speaker Pro Tempore, Tennessee General Assembly
David Wright
MOA-TN State Coordinator, Tennessee Higher Education Commission

4:15 PM -- 5:15 PM  CAPITOL BALLROOM 1, 2ND FLOOR

Roundtable Discussions (concurrent)
Roundtable topics are designed for small-group discussions on specific 
issues or opportunities. A resource leader will facilitate the discussion 
at each table. Join your peers in this informal opportunity to explore 
the topic of your choice, share and learn from other forum participants 
interested in the issue, and get answers to your questions.

Roundtable #1:Funding Schools in Hard Times
Funding education in good times is not easy, but funding education 
in today’s economy takes the challenge to a whole new level. Join 
this roundtable to hear about and discuss innovative ways that 
policymakers from around the country are funding education programs.
Discussion Leader: 

Michael Griffith
Senior Policy Analyst, Education Commission of the States, Colorado
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Roundtable #2: Extending Time and Learning 
A school redesign model developed in Massachusetts that expands school 
time by at least 300 hours and engages students more fully in learning 
is showing great promise. This roundtable discussion will focus on lessons 
learned from the Massachusetts model and how other states can use 
ARRA funds and other resources to launch expanded time initiatives. 
Discussion Leader: 

Jennifer Davis
President, National Center for Time and Learning, Massachusetts 

Roundtable #3: The New England Secondary School 
Consortium: Cross-State Collaboration for College and 
Work Readiness
This collaboration among Maine, New Hampshire, Rhode Island and 
Vermont, funded by the Nellie Mae Foundation, will provide high 
school students with opportunities for high-quality, real-world learning 
through numerous avenues. Come to this session to learn more about 
this innovative cross-state effort.
Discussion Leader: 

Charlie Toulmin
Director of Policy, Nellie Mae Education Foundation, Massachusetts

Roundtable #4: Insights on Academic Rigor
At this roundtable, participants will have the opportunity to review 
and discuss new course enrollment and perception data from 10 
federally funded State Scholar Initiative states and school districts.
Discussion Leader: 

Terese Rainwater
Program Director, Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education, Colorado

Roundtable #5: International Benchmarking
ECS has developed an International Benchmarking Toolkit designed 
to provide strategies, policies, information and other resources to 
policymakers and others to allow them to move toward benchmarking 
state standards to high quality international standards. Participants 
will discuss how the toolkit can be best used and what is happening in 
states with regard to benchmarking to international standards.
Discussion Leader: 

Barbara Thompson
Project Leader, Teaching Quality, Education Commission of the States, Colorado

Roundtable #6: Critical Policy Levers for  
Community Colleges
During this roundtable, participants will discuss innovative state 
policies in community college finance, access, transfer and 
articulation, etc. that are enabling community colleges to serve the 
increasingly diverse populations enrolling in their institutions. 
Discussion Leader: 

Katherine Boswell
Director, Community College Policy, Academy for Education Development, Utah

Roundtable #7: Workforce Development & WorkKeys®

This roundtable will focus on workforce development policies in the 
states, specifically how ACT’s WorkKeys® assessments and their 
National Career Readiness Certificates can be used to help students 
transition into the work place. 

Discussion Leader: 
Scott C. Stimart
Vice President, ACT, Workforce Development Division, Iowa

Roundtable #8: 21st Century Skills, 21st Century 
Content: Mutually Exclusive?
Is learning straight content enough? With such limited time to teach, 
do educators really need to teach students to “think critically?” Come 
discuss the issue and share your views on what it really means to 
prepare students for the 21st Century. 
Discussion Leader: 

Andrea Prejean
Senior Policy Analyst, National Education Association, District of Columbia

Roundtable #9: Addressing Chronic Early Absence
A surprisingly high percentage of elementary students are chronically 
absent, according to recent studies from Baltimore and New York City, 
as well as anecdotal evidence. The implications are significant for 
student achievement in the early grades and beyond. This roundtable 
will examine the emerging issue of early-grade chronic absence and 
engage participants in a discussion about the roles and responsibilities of 
state, local and school leaders.

 

Discussion Leaders:
Yolie Flores Aguilar
Vice President of the LAUSD school board, California
Hedy Chang
Consultant to the Annie E. Casey Foundation, California
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7:00 AM -- 2:30 PM LEGISLATIVE TERRACE, 2ND FLOOR

National Forum Registration Desk 

7:00 AM -- 2:00 PM SUITE 3, 3RD FLOOR

Media/Press Office 

7:00 AM -- 2:30 PM LEGISLATIVE TERRACE, 2ND FLOOR

Cyber Café 

7:30 AM -- 8:30 AM CAPITOL BALLROOM 2,3,4, 2ND FLOOR

Networking Breakfast Buffet

8:30 AM -- 9:15 AM CAPITOL BALLROOM 2,3,4, 2ND FLOOR 
session 320

On-Ramps to College: Building Paths to Success  
for All Students
Mathematics has been a burial ground for the 
aspirations of myriad students seeking upward 
mobility through higher education. What are the 
strategies states and large urban districts are using 
to create mathematics pathways that work for 
students who only a decade ago would not have 
taken high school algebra and geometry? We’ll examine new course 
offerings and how they are scaled as well as promising approaches 
to modernizing high school and freshman college mathematics.

Participants include:
Uri Treisman
Executive Director, Charles A. Dana Center, and Professor of Mathematics and  
of Public Affairs, The University of Texas at Austin

9:15 AM -- 10:00 AM CAPITOL BALLROOM 2,3,4, 2ND FLOOR

session 321
Coming to Our Senses: Education and the  
American Future
In November 2008, the College Board released a report, Coming to 
Our Senses: Education and the American Future, that looked at the 
challenges facing students as they move through the educational 
pipeline. Chaired by William “Brit” Kirwan, Chancellor of the 
University System of Maryland, the study identified the ambitious 
goal that at least 55% of Americans hold a postsecondary credential 
by 2025. The report examines the socio-economic, demographic and 
public policy trends affecting college access and success, and gives a 
number of recommendations that might guide the nation’s response.

Participants include:
William “Brit” Kirwan
Chancellor, University System of Maryland
Roy Romer
Senior Advisor, College Board; Former Governor of Colorado
Ron Williams (Moderator)
Vice President for Community College Initiatives, College Board
District of Columbia

10:00 AM -- 10:15 AM LEGISLATIVE TERRACE, 2ND FLOOR

Break

10:15 AM -- 12:15 PM SUITE 4A & 4B, 4TH FLOOR 
session 330

What’s Around the Bend for High School Reform
Many states have focused efforts on improving high schools, often 
by raising high school graduation requirements and revising state 
assessments. This session will identify “what’s next” for high school 
reform: a new “college-ready” definition to better prepare students for 
postsecondary expectations, high-school assessments to more accurately 
predict college success (and help students acquire missing knowledge 
and skills before college) and well-honed dropout prevention measures 
to more effectively identify at-risk students while saving money.

Participants include:
Robert Balfanz
Research Scientist, Center for Social Organization of Schools,  
Johns Hopkins University, Maryland 
Jennifer Dounay Zinth (Moderator)
Senior Policy Analyst, Education Commission of the States, Colorado
Uri Treisman
Professor of Mathematics and Executive Director, Charles A. Dana Center,  
The University of Texas at Austin

Friday, July 10

12    Education Commission of the StatesFR
ID

AY
 S

ES
SI

O
N

S



10:15 AM -- 12:15 PM SUITE 5A & 5B, 5TH FLOOR 
session 331

Using Education to Make the Most of Communities  
We Call Home: Education, the Economy and  
Workforce Development
Attendees will discuss how best to determine whether their states 
have “workforce issues” or “workplace issues.” You will talk about 
means of assessing workforce needs and certifying student skills, 
how to get students up the economic ladder as quickly as possible 
and how to potentially reallocate resources.

Participants include:
Teresa Chasteen
President & CEO, WIN (Worldwide Interactive Network), Tennessee 
Kathy Christie (Moderator)
Chief of Staff, Education Commission of the States, Colorado
Dennis Jones
President, National Center for Higher Education Management Systems, Colorado
Debra M. Lyons
Director, Governor’s Office of Workforce Development, Georgia

10:15 AM -- 12:15 PM DAVIDSON B, 2ND FLOOR 
session 332

Getting Past Go: Developmental Education as a  
Critical State Strategy to Increase College Success
As states seek to improve college attainment rates 
among their residents, many are struggling with 
how to successfully educate students who come 
to postsecondary education lacking the academic 
skills necessary to be successful. This workshop 
will explore how policies and practice can make 
developmental education a critical component of state strategies 
to increase the percentage of their residents with a postsecondary 
credential. The workshop will provide information on how states can 
become involved in Getting Past Go — a national initiative of the 
Education Commission of the States, funded by Lumina Foundation 
on Education — on increasing the college success of students who 
require developmental education.

Participants include:
Treva Berryman
Associate Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs, Tennessee Board of Regents
Tara Parker
Assistant Professor of Higher Education, University of Massachusetts – Boston 
Paula Short
Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs, Tennessee Board of Regents
Bruce Vandal
Postsecondary Education and Workforce Development Institute Director, 
Education Commission of the States, Colorado

10:15 AM -- 12:15 PM SUITE 6A & 6B, 6TH FLOOR 
session 333

Assessing 21st Century Skills
Businesses recognize the need for workers with 
skills like critical thinking, teamwork, integrity 
and personal responsibility. Education systems can 
deliver programming to address those skills but the 
challenge is assessing them. How can we ensure 
students master 21st century skills and how can we assess them? 
How can state standards and learning objectives better identify those 
skills? How can we build the political will to ensure that youth are 
civically, ethically and morally prepared to lead their generation?

Participants include:
Shelley Billig
Vice President, RMC Research Corporation, Colorado
Sally Broughton
2009 Montana Teacher of the Year
Kay Davenport
Principal, Smyrna West Alternative School, Tennessee
Stuart Kahl
Chief Executive Officer, Measured Progress, Inc., New Hampshire

 
10:15 AM -- 12:15 PM CAPITOL BALLROOM 1, 2ND FLOOR 

session 334
Teaching Quality and Leadership
Members of the ECS Teaching Quality Strategy 
Team will discuss their recent work to identify 
teaching quality policies and strategies that need 
to be brought to scale. This workshop promises to 
be thought provoking and will provide policy and 
strategy recommendations for future direction for 
the wide-scale improvement in teaching quality across our states.

Participants include:
Jonathan Plucker
Center for Evaluation & Education Policy Indiana University  
School of Education, Indiana
Barbara Thompson
Project Leader, Teaching Quality, Education Commission of the States, Colorado
Gary Whiteley
Program Director, Alaska Administrator Coaching Project
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10:15 AM -- 12:15 PM DAVIDSON A, 2ND FLOOR 
session 335

It’s Easier (and Less Costly) Than You Think:  
Creating a Policy Agenda for Linking Early Learning 
and the Early Grades. 
This session will introduce a recently developed 
ECS Early Learning tool: A Comprehensive Policy 
Framework for Building Continuity and Alignment 
across Early Learning and the Early Grades. 
This new framework provides an overview of 
extant state policies that can be used to increase 
continuity across learning systems. This interactive session will 
provide an overview of the Framework and facilitate participants’ 
efforts to identify potential policy opportunities for their states.

Participants include:
Kristie Kauerz
Independent Consultant, Colorado
Mimi Howard
Director, Early Learning Program, Education Commission of the States

12:15 PM -- 12:30 PM LEGISLATIVE TERRACE, 2ND FLOOR

Break

12:30 PM -- 2:00 PM CAPITOL BALLROOM 2,3,4, 2ND FLOOR 
session 350

James Bryant Conant Award Luncheon
College Access and Success: Can We Do More? 
To date, most of the action on improving postsecondary student 
success has focused on high schools. But colleges themselves turn 
out to be important actors in the drama of shrinking opportunity in 
this country. In this address, Kati Haycock, president of The Education 
Trust, will share lessons from colleges that are unusually effective in 
getting students through with a degree, and discuss what that means 
for other higher education institutions and for policymakers interested 
in spurring better results for all groups of students.

Presiding
Tim Pawlenty
Governor of Minnesota; 2008-10 ECS Chair

The James Bryant Conant Award is presented 
annually in honor of Outstanding Contributions to 
American Education.

Accepting Award:
Kati Haycock
President, The Education Trust, District of Columbia

2:15 PM -- 3:00 PM SUITE 4A & 4B, 4TH FLOOR

session 355
National Forum Planning Committee Meeting

2:15 PM -- 4:30 PM CAPITOL BALLROOM 1, 2ND FLOOR

session 360
American Reinvestment and Recovery Act’s  
Impact on States
This workshop will provide state policymakers 
with the knowledge and tools that they need to 
maximize ARRA’s impact on their education system. 
The first half of the program will provide information 
on what we know about how states have been 
using ARRA funds so far — the second half will look 
at what policies states could adopt in the coming months to give them 
the best chance at “winning” Race to the Top funds. 
part i: what do we know about arra so far? (2:15 – 3:00) 
part ii: what can states do to “race to the top”? (3:15 – 4:30)

Participants include:
Ronald Cowell (Moderator)
President, The Education Policy and Leadership Center, Pennsylvania
Michael Griffith
Senior Policy Analyst, Education Commission of the States, Colorado
Paul Lingenfelter
President, State Higher Education Executive Officers, Colorado
Michele McLaughlin
Vice President, Federal and State Policy, Teach for America, District of Columbia
Jeff Smink
Policy Director, National Center for Summer Learning, Johns Hopkins University, 
Maryland
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SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE

WEDNESDAY, JULY 8
1:00 – 2:00 p.m. Session 125: Unique Local Partners Create Pathways for Graduation and Beyond for At-Risk Students in Nashville

Speakers include: Danielle Mezera and other partners
4:00 – 4:45 p.m. Session 140: Commissioners’ Business Session
6:00 – 7:30 p.m. Session 160: Welcome Reception at the Hotel / Awards Presentation

Awards presentation by: Minnesota Governor and ECS Chair Tim Pawlenty

THURSDAY, JULY 9
7:30 – 8:15 a.m. Networking Buffet Breakfast
8:15 – 9:15 a.m. Session #220: Opening Plenary Session – From Policy to Reality: What Will Prepare Our Students for Success? 

Speaker: Richard Elmore
9:30 – 10:15 a.m. Session #222: Innovation and Technology to Connect Education and Workforce

Speakers include: Former Governor Jeb Bush and Teresa Chasteen
10:15 – 10:45 a.m. Session #223: Governors Panel

Moderated by: Minnesota Governor and ECS Chair Tim Pawlenty
11:00 a.m.–  
12:00 p.m.
  
concurrent  
sessions

Session #225: More with Dr. Richard Elmore
Session #226: Multi-State Collaborations: Lessons Learned from Two New England Efforts
Session #227: Building Stepping Stones into the Workforce 
Session #228: P-20 With No Money: How States Can Move P-20 Agendas Forward During Challenging Times
Session #229: Science and Mathematics Teacher Imperative: How State Universities Can Take the Teacher Preparation Bull by the Horns

12:15 – 1:30 p.m. Session #231: Plenary Luncheon–Disrupting Class: How Disruptive Innovation Will Change the Way the World Learns
Speaker: Clayton Christensen

1:45 – 2:45 p.m. Session #233: The People Side of Reform: State Strategies for Enhancing Teacher Effectiveness 
Speaker: Allan Odden

3:00 – 4:00 p.m.

concurrent  
sessions

Session #235: What Does it Take for State Policy to Enable Disruptive Innovation?
Session #236: 21st Century Skills: Flavor of the Month or Here to Stay?
Session #237: Tapping Technology to Maximize Student Achievement
Session #238: A New Model to Improve Math Instruction & Student Learning in the Early Years
Session #239:  Perspectives on Productivity: Making Opportunity Affordable in an Era of Constrained Resources for Tennessee 

Higher Education (this session will go from 3:00–5:00 p.m.)
4:15 – 5:15 p.m.

roundtable 
sessions

Roundtable #1:Funding Schools in Hard Times
Roundtable #2: Extending Time and Learning    
Roundtable #3: The New England Secondary School Consortium: Cross-State Collaboration for College and Work Readiness
Roundtable #4: Insights on Academic Rigor
Roundtable #5: International Benchmarking
Roundtable #6: Critical Policy Levers for Community Colleges 
Roundtable #7: Workforce Development & WorkKeys®

Roundtable #8: 21st Century Skills, 21st Century Content: Mutually Exclusive?
Roundtable #9: Addressing Chronic Early Absence



SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE

FRIDAY, JULY 10
7:30 – 8:30 a.m. Networking Buffet Breakfast
8:30 – 9:15 a.m. Session #330: On-Ramps to College: Building Paths to Success for All Students

Speaker: Uri Treisman
9:15 – 10:00 a.m. Session #321: Coming to Our Senses: Education and the American Future

Speakers include: William “Brit” Kirwan, former Governor Roy Romer and Ron Williams 
10:15 – 12:15 p.m.

concurrent  
sessions

Session #330: What’s Around the Bend for High School Reform
Session #331: Using Education to Make the Most of Communities We Call Home: Education, the Economy and Workforce Development
Session #332: Getting Past Go: Developmental Education as a Critical State Strategy to Increase College Success
Session #333: Assessing 21st Century Skills
Session #334: Teaching Quality and Leadership: Identifying What Impacts Student Achievement
Session #335: It’s Easier (and Less Costly) Than You Think: Creating a Policy Agenda for Linking Early Learning and the Early Grades. 

12:30 – 2:00 p.m. Session #350: James Bryant Conant Award Luncheon – College Access and Success: Can We Do More?
Awards presentation by: Minnesota Governor and ECS Chair Tim Pawlenty
Award Winner and Featured Speaker: Kati Haycock

2:15 – 3:00 p.m. Session #355: National Forum Planning Committee Meeting 

2:15 – 4:30 p.m. Session #360: American Reinvestment and Recovery Act’s Impact on States
Speakers include: Ronald Cowell, Michael Griffith, Paul Lingenfelter, Michele McLaughlin and Jeff Smink

General Jackson Showboat/photo by Heavenly Perspectives
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J. Duke Albanese 
is an education consultant to schools, state education 
agencies and national organizations. His educational career 
spans 38 years and includes long tenures as a superintendent 
of schools and commissioner of education for the state of 
Maine. Currently, he serves as co-executive director for the 
Great Schools Partnership, Inc. in Portland, Maine, which is 

the lead coordinator of the New England Secondary Schools Consortium, a pioneering 
multistate partnership committed to fostering bold, forward-thinking innovations in the 
design and delivery of secondary education. Duke is a nationally sought-after advisor and 
speaker on educational issues and policies, and a founding director of the Sports Done 
Right initiative at the University of Maine. He earned a bachelor’s degree from Bowdoin 
College and graduate degrees from the University of Maine. 

Robert Balfanz
is a research scientist at the Center for Social Organization 
of Schools at Johns Hopkins University and associate director 
of the Talent Development Middle and High School Project, 
which is currently working with more than 50 high-poverty 
secondary schools to develop, implement and evaluate 
comprehensive whole-school reforms. He has published 

widely on secondary school reform, high school dropouts and instructional interventions 
in high-poverty schools. Recent work includes Locating the Dropout Crisis, with co-author 
Nettie Legters, which identifies the numbers and locations of high schools with high 
dropout rates. He is currently the lead investigator on a middle school dropout-prevention 
project in collaboration with the Philadelphia Education Fund, supported by the William 
Penn Foundation. Balfanz received his Ph.D. in education from the University of Chicago.

Michael Barry Allen 
is the principal of Allen Education, LLC, a Washington, 
D.C. consulting firm that specializes in education policy 
and research. His clients include state agencies, national 
associations and other nonprofits, and the federal 
government. His projects generally focus on teacher 
education, teacher supply and mobility, teacher licensure and 

special education. Formerly a senior program officer at the National Research Council, 
Allen directed a congressionally mandated study on teacher preparation. As a senior policy 
analyst and program director at the Denver-based Education Commission of the States, he 
specialized in issues related to teacher preparation, development and working conditions, 
as well as education research. Allen has a Ph.D. and A.M. in philosophy from Boston 
University and an M.Ed. in research methods from Charles Sturt University, in Australia. 

Lisa D. Belfield 
is an associate research scientist at Educational Testing 
Service (ETS) in the Policy Evaluation and Research 
Center. She also serves as the project coordinator of the 
ETS-Tennessee State University collaborative project, 
Strengthening Instruction in Tennessee Elementary Schools: 
Focus on Mathematics.

Treva Griffith Berryman 
is associate vice chancellor for academic affairs for the 
Tennessee Board of Regents. Key responsibilities include 
review of new academic programs and teaching sites, 
serving as liaison for a nursing and allied health programs, 
and oversight of developmental studies programs. 
Berryman also serves as director of the Regents Academic 

Leadership Institute, a year-long leadership development program for academic chairs, 

deans and vice presidents. She has more than 25 years of experience in higher 
education as a faculty and academic chair, as well as administrator in student affairs. 
She received her Ed.D. in Adult and Higher Education at the University of Memphis and 
B.S. and M.S. degrees from the University of Tennessee, Knoxville.

Shelley H. Billig 
is vice president of RMC Research Corporation in Denver, Colorado. She serves as 
principal investigator for several national, state and local studies of district improvement, 
school improvement, service-learning, civic engagement and related topics such as 
academic engagement, closing the achievement gap, dropout prevention and character 
development. She provides technical assistance to states to develop systems of support 
for districts and schools, and directly to districts and schools in need of support, facilitating 
their appraisals, strategic planning, plan implementation and progress monitoring. Billig 
has published 14 books and dozens of articles on educational reform. She recently 
facilitated the initiative that resulted in the development of the K-12 standards and 
indicators of high-quality service-learning practice. Her Ph.D. is from Tufts University.

Sally Broughton 
has taught 6th-grade language arts and 6th-, 7th-, and 
8th-grade social studies at Monforton School outside 
Bozeman, Montana for the last 20 years. She is recognized 
as one of the most skilled practitioners of civic education 
in the country. Broughton is the Montana facilitator for the 
National Conference for the Social Studies Civic Mission of 

Schools. Broughton is the Montana Teacher of the Year, 2009. She attended Illinois State 
University and received her B.S. in Elementary Education from the University of Illinois 
with highest honors — Bronze Tablet, Phi Kappa Phi, Kappa Delta Phi. She received her 
M.Ed. in Curriculum and Development from Montana State University, Bozeman. 

Tommie F. Brown 
is a Tennessee House Representative (D) from Chattanooga 
representing District 28. Brown is vice chair of the House 
Higher Education Subcommittee and secretary of the House 
Children and Family Affairs Committee. Additionally, she 
serves as a member of multiple committees, including: the 
House Education Committee, House Finance, Ways and 

Means Committee, House K-12 Subcommittee, Joint Education Oversight Committee 
and the Joint Diabetes Prevention Committee.

Miles Burdine
is the president and CEO of the Kingsport Tennessee 
Area Chamber of Commerce. Under Burdine’s leadership, 
the chamber’s focus has been education and workforce 
development. Exemplary projects such as Education and 
Grow — a higher education academic village in downtown 
Kingsport, increasing academic and graduation expectations, 

etc. — have contributed to Kingsport’s growth and success. Burdine holds a bachelor’s. 
degree in Business Administration from the University of Tennessee. For the past 29 years, 
he has been with the United States Marine Corps and is currently a Colonel in the United 
States Marine Corps Reserves. His military decorations include the Bronze Star, three Navy 
Commendation Medals, the Navy Achievement Medal and two Combat Action Ribbons.

Jeb Bush
is founder, chairman of the board and president of the 
Foundation for Florida’s Future and the Foundation for 
Excellence in Education. He was the 43rd Governor of the 
state of Florida, serving from 1999 through 2006. Bush was 
the third Republican elected to the state’s highest office and 
the only Republican in the state’s history to be reelected. 
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During his two terms, Bush championed major reform of government programs, including 
transforming Florida’s education system. Previously, Bush served as Florida’s secretary of 
commerce under Governor Bob Martinez. Currently, Bush is the president of the consulting 
firm Jeb Bush and Associates, and is on the boards of CNL Bancshares and Tenet 
Healthcare Corporation. He and his wife, Columba, live in Miami and have three grown 
children. Bush is the son of President George H.W. Bush and Barbara Bush.

Teresa Chasteen
is co-founder, CEO and president of Worldwide Interactive 
Network (WIN). Her background includes a Ph.D. in 
curriculum and instruction and psychology, and 16 years of 
higher education teaching and administrative experience. 
During her tenure in higher education, she taught graduate 
courses in Measurement and Evaluation and Educational 

Statistics. Chasteen served as project manager for the development and validation of 
over 1,000 hours of courseware and test preparation. Under her leadership, WIN has 
implemented 28 statewide career readiness initiatives and serves corporate clients with 
licenses for more than 10 million users, as well as clients in all 50 states and 10 countries

Kathy Christie
serves as chief of staff for ECS. In addition, she co-directs 
the work of the ECS Clearinghouse, where staff collect and 
analyze research, track state and district reforms, and analyze 
the various reforms in the states. Clearinghouse staff respond 
to policy and research requests for media, governor’s offices, 
legislators and legislative staff, chief state school officers, 

state agencies and various other policymakers in the states and work to make information 
broadly available at “point of need” through www.ecs.org. Christie also writes a monthly 
“Stateline” for the Phi Delta Kappan magazine. Prior to working with ECS, Christie worked 
as a freelance writer, a secondary language arts teacher, a juvenile detention center 
counselor and was employed with the National Conference of State Legislatures. She 
served three terms as a member of the board of directors in Englewood Schools, and one 
term on the board of directors for the Colorado Association of School Boards.

Clayton M. Christensen 
is the Robert and Jane Cizik professor of Business 
Administration at the Harvard Business School, with 
a joint appointment in the technology and operations 
management and general management faculty groups. His 
research and teaching interests center on the management 
issues related to the development and commercialization 

of technological and business model innovation. Christensen holds a B.A. with highest 
honors in economics from Brigham Young University (1975), and an M.Phil. in 
applied econometrics and the economics of less-developed countries from Oxford 
University (1977), where he studied as a Rhodes Scholar. He received an MBA with 
High Distinction from the Harvard Business School in 1979, graduating as a George F. 
Baker Scholar. He was awarded his DBA from the Harvard Business School in 1992.

Charles R. Coble 
is co-founder and partner with The Third Mile Group, and 
was vice president for policy studies and programs at the 
Education Commission of the States for three years, professor 
of science education for 23 years and dean for 13 years of 
the nationally award-winning school of education at East 
Carolina University, Greenville, North Carolina. He served for 

six years as the vice president of university-school programs for the 16-campus University 
of North Carolina (UNC). Over his career, Coble has directed over $12 million in grants 
and contracts and is the author or co-author of 10 books and over 80 published articles. 
He holds a bachelor’s degree in botany, a master’s degree in science education, and a 
doctorate in curriculum and instruction, all from UNC Chapel Hill. 

Ron Cowell 
is president of The Education Policy and Leadership 
Center, which he established as a not-for-profit in 1999. 
He served for 24 years in the Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives (1975-98) and 12 years as chair of the 
House Committee on Education. He also served 12 years 
on the Pennsylvania State Board of Education. Cowell 

was vice-chair of ECS in 1995-96. Previously he was a member of the National 
Education Goals Panel, chair of the Education Committee of National Conference of 
State Legislatures, chair of the Government Affairs Committee of National Association 
of State Boards of Education and member of the board of directors of Association of 
Governing Boards of Colleges and Universities.

Kay W. Davenport 
is in her eighth year as the principal at Smyrna West 
Alternative School in Smyrna, Tennessee. Smyrna West 
Alternative School serves Rutherford County students 
in grades 6 through 12 who have been removed from 
traditional public schools because of zero tolerance 
offenses or persistent behavioral offenses. The school 

was established in response to Rutherford County School’s Action Plan for School 
Improvement to “create a safe and nurturing environment for students, staff and 
the educational community.” The faculty and staff accomplish this goal through 
consistency of policy enforcement, providing quality instruction and chances for 
success, and fostering motivation through hands-on, service-learning applications. 

Tisa Day 
is principal of the Isaac Lane Technology Magnet School 
in Jackson, Tennessee. Isaac Lane serves grades PK-4 in 
the Madison County district. The mission of Isaac Lane 
Technology Magnet School is to meet the individual needs 
of all students with a broad and balanced curriculum 
in a positive environment with a special emphasis 

on technology as a learning tool. In addition, students experience a wealth of 
extracurricular activities that enrich the educational program.

Jennifer Dounay Zinth
 joined the ECS staff in 1997. Since 2005, she has 
managed the ECS High School Policy Center, a project to 
provide state policy information, analysis and research 
findings on a number of high school reform issues, 
including graduation requirements and high school 
assessments, graduation rates, P-16 and dual credit. 

She currently co-directs the work of the ECS Clearinghouse. She has been cited by 
numerous media outlets nationwide, including The New York Times, National Public 
Radio, Newsweek and the Washington Post, as well as by academic publications. A 
writer, Dounay Zinth has served as the “Stateline” columnist for Phi Delta Kappan 
magazine, and has been published in Education Digest and the State Education 
Leader. She is contributing a chapter to Promising Practices During High School, to be 
released in spring 2009, and an article to The Council of State Governments’ 2009 
Book of the States.
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Richard F. Elmore 
is the Gregory R. Anrig Professor of Educational Leadership at 
Harvard University. He also is co-director of the Connecticut 
Superintendents’ Network, a community of practice for 
superintendents engaged in the improvement of instruction. 
He is a member of the faculty on the Executive Leadership 
Program for Educators. The program builds on several prior 

initiatives at Harvard’s Graduate School of Education, Business School and Kennedy School of 
Government, and works with state commissioners of education and school superintendents, 
along with their leadership teams and key stakeholders. He holds a bachelor’s degree in 
political science from Whitman College in Walla Walla, Washington, a master’s degree in 
political science from the Claremont Graduate School in Claremont, California and a doctorate 
in educational policy from the Harvard Graduate School of Education.

Barbara Endel 
is an independent consultant specializing in community 
college and adult workforce education policy and practice. 
Most recently she was a senior associate with Workforce 
Strategy Center (WSC), a national nonprofit applied 
think tank, based in New York, specializing in workforce 
development and regional economic growth work. Prior to 

her role at WSC, Endel was a senior program officer with KnowledgeWorks Foundation, 
located in Cincinnati, Ohio. In her role at KnowledgeWorks Foundation, Endel led a 
state-wide initiative in Ohio to integrate sectoral partnerships, called Career Pathways, 
to promote economic development growth. She earned her B.A. from The College of 
Wooster (Ohio) and also a master’s and doctorate from The University of Iowa. 

Howard Gobstein
is vice president of research, innovation and STEM education 
with the Association of Public and Land-grant Universities 
(APLU) where he initiated and co-directs the Science and 
Mathematics Teacher Imperative, which strives to stimulate 
member large state universities to prepare more, better 
and more diverse science and math teachers. Gobstein and 

his staff also are responsible for the APLU Council on Research Policy and Graduate 
Education and the APLU Commission on Innovation, Competitiveness and Economic 
Prosperity. He holds a master’s in science, technology and public policy from George 
Washington University and a bachelor’s in interdisciplinary engineering from Purdue 
University. He is a fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science.

Mike Griffith
Mike Griffith serves as the Senior K-12 and Higher Education 
School Finance Analyst for the Education Commission of 
the States (ECS). He has worked in the field of education 
finance policy for the past 14 years with ECS, the consulting 
firm of Augenblick & Myers and the Michigan State Senate. 
Mike is an expert resource to national news media and has 

been quoted over 200 times by such outlets as: CNN, Education Week, The London 
Times, NBC Nightly News, National Public Radio, The New York Times, The News Hour 
with Jim Lehrer and USA Today. Mike holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from Michigan 
State University; a Master of Arts degree in Public Administration from The Ohio State 
University; and a Master of Arts degree in Education from Trinity College in Dublin, Ireland.

Kati Haycock 
is one of the nation’s leading child advocates in the field of 
education. She currently serves as president of The Education 
Trust. Established in 1992, Ed Trust does what no other 
Washington-based education organization seeks to do — 
speaks up for what’s right for young people, especially those 
who are poor or members of minority groups. Previously, 

Haycock served as executive vice president of the Children’s Defense Fund, the nation’s 
largest child advocacy organization. A native Californian, Haycock founded and served as 
president of The Achievement Council, a statewide organization that provides assistance 
to teachers and principals in predominately minority schools in improving student 
achievement. Before that, she served as director of the Outreach and Student Affirmative 
Action programs for the nine-campus University of California system.

JoAnn Henderson 
joined ECS in February 2009 as executive director of 
the National Center for Learning and Citizenship. Prior 
to her appointment, she owned a consulting business 
offering management services to schools and nonprofits. 
From 1997-2007, Henderson was executive director 
of Alaska’s only education service agency, Southeast 

Regional Resource Center (SERRC). During her tenure at SERRC, she was recognized 
for her leadership in adult education and workforce development. Alaska Governor 
Tony Knowles appointed Henderson to the Alaska Workforce Investment Board in 
1996 and she served as chair from 1996-98. She holds a bachelor’s in Education 
from Central Washington University; a master’s in Adult Teaching from Alaska Pacific 
University, and Alaska Teaching Certificates in Special Education (K-12 & Elementary 
Education) and Administration.

Richard Herman
is the chancellor of the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, where he actively promotes excellence in 
education through innovation, diversity, public engagement, 
environmental sustainability and a global perspective 
primed for the 21st century. Dr. Herman helps shape 
national science policy with an emphasis on positioning 

the sciences to meet the emerging needs of society. His experience in science and 
education policy includes four years on the National Science Foundation’s Advisory 
Committee for the Directorate of Mathematical and Physical Sciences, including two 
years as its chair. He assists the Council on Competitiveness as co-chair of its High 
Performance Computing Initiative and as a member of the steering committee for the 
council’s Energy, Security, Innovation and Sustainability Initiative. 

Mimi Howard
joined the ECS staff in November 2005. She has worked in 
the field of early education and development for more than 
30 years and has been involved in a number of efforts to 
evaluate and analyze the impact of services and support 
as they relate to policy recommendations and decisions. 
She manages and directs all of ECS’ policy work on early 

childhood education, kindergarten and pre-K. Before coming to ECS, she held positions 
in the Office of Governor Roy Romer, First Impressions, the Governor’s Initiative on 
Early Childhood Education and at the Center for Education Policy Analysis, Graduate 
School of Public Affairs, University of Colorado Denver. She holds bachelor’s degrees in 
Psychology and French Language and Literature from the University of Colorado and a 
master’s degree in Child Development from Colorado State University.
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Dennis Jones
is president of the National Center for Higher Education 
Management Systems (NCHEMS), a nonprofit research 
and development center founded to improve strategic 
decisionmaking in institutions and agencies of higher 
education. Jones has written many monographs and 
articles, presented his work at many regional, national and 

international conferences, and consulted with hundreds of institutions and state higher 
education agencies on management issues of all kinds. Prior to joining NCHEMS, Jones 
served as an administrator (in business and in institutional planning) at Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute. He received his graduate and undergraduate degrees from that 
institution in the field of management engineering.

Stuart Kahl 
is chief executive officer and co-founder of Measured Progress, 
a non-profit, full-service assessment provider. An expert 
on large-scale assessment design, development, analysis 
and reporting, he has more than 30 years of assessment 
experience. He frequently presents at national conferences, 
has taught graduate-level statistics and measurement courses, 

worked on a number of federally funded research grants and been recognized for his 
innovative work in designing standard-setting procedures associated with non-multiple-
choice item formats. A former mathematics teacher, Kahl earned bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees from the Johns Hopkins University and a doctorate from the University of Colorado. 

Kristie Kauerz 
is an independent consultant specializing in early care and 
education and elementary school reform. Her extensive 
state-level policy experience includes working with more 
than 40 states on issues related to P-3, comprehensive 
early childhood systems-building, and the linkages between 
policy, research and practice. Most recently, she served 

as the Early Childhood/P-3 policy director for Colorado Lieutenant Governor Barbara 
O’Brien. Her experience also includes serving as research fellow at the National Center 
for Children and Families; program director of early learning at Education Commission of 
the States; director of public policy analysis at the Center for Human Investment Policy at 
the University of Colorado-Denver; and as director of community development for families 
and children in former Colorado Governor Roy Romer’s office. She has authored and 
co-authored numerous articles, book chapters and reports on topics ranging from state 
kindergarten policies to early childhood governance to P-3 policy alignment, and received 
her doctorate in early childhood policy from Teachers College, Columbia University.

William “Brit” Kirwan 
has served as chancellor of the University System 
of Maryland since 2002. The University System of 
Maryland (USM) comprises 11 degree-granting universities, 
two specialized research institutions, two regional higher 
education centers and a system office. Previously, Kirwan 
served as president of Ohio State University (1998-2002), 

president of the University of Maryland, College Park (1988-98) and as a member of 
the University of Maryland faculty. He received his bachelor’s degree in mathematics 
from the University of Kentucky, and his master’s and doctoral degrees in mathematics 
from Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey.

Paul Lingenfelter
is president of SHEEO and his work has focused on 
successful participation in higher education, accountability 
and finance. Under his leadership, SHEEO organized and 
staffed the National Commission on Accountability in 
Higher Education, which in March 2005 issued its report: 
Accountability for Better Results: A National Imperative 

for Higher Education. He previously served as vice president of the John D. and 
Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, where he established and led the MacArthur 
Foundation Program on Human and Community Development. Earlier, Lingenfelter 
served as deputy director for Fiscal Affairs for the Illinois Board of Higher Education. 
He received an A.B. from Wheaton College in literature, an M.A. from Michigan State 
University and a Ph.D. from the University of Michigan in higher education.

Debra Lyons 
was named by Georgia Governor Sonny Perdue as director 
of the Governor’s Office of Workforce Development in 
January 2006. She is responsible for advising the Governor 
on workforce development policy and implementing 
initiatives to strengthen the state’s workforce development 
enterprise. The office provides a platform for collaboration 

among Georgia’s principle workforce development stakeholders in both the public 
and private sectors. Additionally, the office provides staffing support for the State 
Workforce Development Board, of which Lyons serves as executive director. She also 
oversees Georgia Work Ready, a one-of-kind workforce development system that links 
education and workforce development and aligns to the economic development needs 
of the state, its regions and communities. She holds a bachelor’s degree in chemical 
engineering and a master’s degree in mechanical engineering. 

Danielle Mezera
is director of the Mayor’s Office of Children & Youth and 
serves as the Mayor’s advisor on education, as well as 
related matters pertaining to the health and well-being of 
Davidson County’s children. Prior to joining the Mayor’s 
Office, Danielle served as Coordinator for Children & Youth 
Services with Metro Social Services. As coordinator, she 

worked to identify vulnerable populations and service gaps and sought collaborative 
solutions with public and private partners across Davidson County. Before joining Metro 
government, Danielle served as Director of the Vanderbilt University-North Nashville 
Community Outreach Partnership Center at the Vanderbilt Institute for Public Policy 
Studies.In addition to her professional work, Danielle has served as a guest lecturer at 
Vanderbilt University. Danielle holds a B.A. in elementary education, a M.Ed. in higher 
education administration, and a Ph.D. in education and human development.

Michele McLaughlin 
is vice president, Federal and State Policy, Public Affairs with Teach for America. She 
leads the state policy work of Teach For America, which is focused primarily on teacher 
licensure and certification issues. She also provides policy expertise to the government 
affairs team on federal education policy manages relationships with a wide range 
of national policy and education associations for the Public Affairs team. Previously, 
McLaughlin was the associate director in the Educational Issues Department at the 
American Federation of Teachers, where she shepherded their policy work on the No 
Child Left Behind Act. A graduate of Fordham University, she holds a master’s in public 
affairs from the LBJ School at the University of Texas, Austin.



22    Education Commission of the StatesD
IS

TI
N

G
U

IS
H

ED
 S

PE
A

KE
RS

Peter Millet 
is dean of the College of Education for Tennessee 
State University and provides overall leadership for 
implementation of TSU’s mission of teaching, research and 
public service within the College of Education. Millet also 
serves as the project co-director for the ETS-Tennessee State 
University collaborative project, Strengthening Instruction in 

Tennessee Elementary Schools: Focus on Mathematics.

Mike Nettles
is senior vice president and the Edmund W. Gordon Chair 
for Policy Evaluation and Research at the Educational 
Testing Service in Princeton, New Jersey. He has a national 
reputation as a policy researcher on educational assessment, 
student performance and achievement, educational equity 
and higher education finance policy. Nettles’ publications 

reflect his broad interest in public policy, student and faculty access, opportunity, 
achievement and assessment at both the K-12 and postsecondary levels.

Allan Odden 
is co-director of Strategic Management of Human Capital 
(SMHC) in public education, a project of the Consortium for 
Policy Research in Education (CPRE). The mission of SMHC 
is to improve student achievement and reduce achievement 
gaps by getting more powerful instructional practices into 
all classrooms through reform and restructuring of state and 

district human resource management systems, focusing initially on the country’s largest 
100 districts, most of which are urban. He also is professor of Educational Leadership and 
Policy Analysis at the University of Wisconsin-Madison; and co-director of CPRE. CPRE is 
a consortium of the University of Wisconsin-Madison, Pennsylvania, Harvard, Michigan, 
Northwestern, Teachers College-Columbia University and Stanford Universities. 

Tara L. Parker 
is assistant professor of higher education in the 
Department of Leadership in Education at the University of 
Massachusetts Boston. Parker’s research agenda focuses 
on higher education policy related to access and equity 
for historically underrepresented groups, particularly 
students of color. She is particularly interested in the ways 

policies such as remedial and/or developmental education relate to postsecondary 
opportunities and outcomes. She has authored journal articles, book chapters and 
conference papers examining reductions in remedial/developmental education. Parker 
earned her Ph.D. from the Steinhardt School of Education at New York University.

Tim Pawlenty
was first elected governor of Minnesota in 2002, with the 
state facing a $4.5 billion budget deficit — the largest 
in state history. Just months after Pawlenty took office, 
the legislature adopted his plan to eliminate the deficit 
without raising taxes. In 2005 and 2007, he balanced the 
state budget again without raising taxes. In addition, he 

fought for and oversaw passage of a dramatic overhaul and improvement of the state’s 
education standards along with a significant increase in K-12 education spending and 
a nation-leading teacher performance pay program. His public service career includes 
serving as a criminal prosecutor, Eagan City Councilmember and 10-year member of the 
Minnesota House of Representatives. Pawlenty serves as chair of ECS (2008–10) and 
the Strategic Management for Human Capital Task Force, and the co-chair of Achieve, 
Inc. He is on the National Infrastructure Advisory Council and the James B. Hunt Jr. 
Institute Foundation Board of Directors .

Jennifer Piscatelli
is a policy analyst with ECS’ National Center for Learning 
and Citizenship, where she focuses her attention on issues 
of civic/citizenship education and service-learning. She 
holds bachelor’s degrees in political science and women’s 
studies from the University of New Hampshire and a 
master’s degree in political science with an emphasis in 

public policy from the University of Colorado. Prior to joining ECS, Piscatelli served 
as an aide to New Hampshire Governor Jeanne Shaheen’s Kids Cabinet and as a 
legislative aide for the New Hampshire State Senate Education Committee.

Jonathan Plucker 
is professor of educational psychology and cognitive science 
at Indiana University, where he directs the Center for 
Evaluation and Education Policy. Plucker’s research interests 
include education policy, creativity and intelligence, and talent 
development, and he has written over 100 publications on 
these topics. His most recent books are Critical Issues and 

Practices in Gifted Education, edited with Carolyn Callahan, and Essentials of Creativity 
Assessment, written with James Kaufman and John Baer, both published last year. He 
earned his doctorate in educational psychology from the University of Virginia, and taught 
at The University of Maine. He graduated from The University of Connecticut with a 
bachelor’s degree in chemistry education and a master’s degree in educational psychology.

Shirley C. Raines 
is the 11th president of the University of Memphis and 
the first woman to hold the office. Described in the 
Memphis Commercial Appeal as “powerful, prepared 
and personable,” she is known for building productive 
partnerships on and off campus. The author of 14 books 
and numerous journal articles on teacher education and 

early childhood education, she was vice chancellor for Academic Services and dean 
of the College of Education at the University of Kentucky. Raines holds a Doctorate 
in Education from the University of Tennessee in Knoxville and has completed the 
Management Development Program from the Harvard Graduate School of Education.

Paul Reville 
is the Massachusetts Secretary of Education and directs 
the Executive Office of Education. He assists with the 
management of the three education agencies that 
administer public education in the Commonwealth —
Department of Early Education and Care, Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education and Department of 

Higher Education — and collaborates with the University of Massachusetts system. 
Reville serves as a voting member of the governing board of all four education 
agencies. Prior to becoming Secretary, Reville was Governor Patrick’s appointee as the 
chairman of the Massachusetts State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education. 
He also served on Governor Patrick’s Transition Team and was chair of the Governor’s 
pre-K–12 Task Force on Governance. He is a graduate of Colorado College and holds a 
master’s degree from Stanford University.
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Richard G. Rhoda
is the executive director of the Tennessee Higher 
Education Commission, a post he has held since 1997. 
He previously served with the Tennessee Board of 
Regents in numerous staff capacities, including chief 
academic officer and acting chancellor. While serving on 
the Regents staff, he also served as interim president 

of Nashville State Technical Community College and Austin Peay State University. 
He served earlier in the administration of Tennessee State University. Rhoda has 
taught on the undergraduate and graduate levels at Vanderbilt University where he 
continues as an adjunct professor. He currently serves as ECS treasurer.

Roy Romer
is a senior advisor to The College Board and was governor 
of Colorado for three terms, 1986 to 1998. Additionally, 
Romer served as general chairman of the Democratic National 
Party from 1997 to 2000. He was chairman of the National 
Governors Association, chair of the Educational Commission 
of the States, and served the state of Colorado as state 

representative, state senator, commissioner of agriculture and state treasurer. He was 
superintendent of schools for the Los Angeles Unified School District and chair of Strong 
American Schools. Romer has a degree in agricultural economics from Colorado State 
University, a law degree from the University of Colorado and studied ethics at Yale University.  

Roger Sampson
is president of Education Commission of the States. He 
has wide experience as a classroom teacher, principal, 
district superintendent and chief state school officer. 
Sampson left his post as commissioner of education for the 
Alaska Department of Education & Early Development to 
become ECS’ president in September 2007. Sampson’s 

distinguished education career has earned a reputation for quality, innovation and 
increased student achievement. As president, Sampson provides vision, direction and 
leadership for the ECS organization. In this role, he participates extensively in meetings 
with constituents, including governors, legislatures, other policymakers and education 
leaders. He and the ECS staff identify current and emerging national education issues 
and integrate those issues in development of the ECS education agenda. 

Paula Myrick Short 
is vice chancellor for academic affairs for the Tennessee Board 
of Regents. She received a Ph.D. in Administration from 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. A nationally 
recognized researcher in the field of leadership, Short was 
chosen as the recipient of the 1993 Jack A. Culbertson Award 
for research contributions. She received the 2009 Paul A. Elsner 

International Excellence in Leadership Award, the 2008 Lifetime Achievement Award from 
the Southern Regional Council on Educational Administration and the 2009 Alumni Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the University of North Carolina at Greensboro School of Education.

Jeff Smink 
is policy director at the National Center for Summer Learning 
at Johns Hopkins University. He leads all projects related to 
the Center’s policy portfolio at the national, state and local 
levels. Prior to his arrival at the Center, he served in a variety 
of education policy positions, including special assistant to 
the deputy secretary at the Pennsylvania Department of 

Education and legislative associate for the Council of Chief State School Officers. In both 
capacities, he was deeply involved in the development and implementation of the No 
Child Left Behind Act (NCLB). Jeff earned a Master of Education from Harvard University 
(2003) and a Bachelor of Arts from Allegheny College (1996).

Mary Ann Snider 
directs the Office of Instruction, Assessment and Accountability at the Rhode Island 
Department of education. She brings the perspective of a former special education 
teacher, assessment specialist and policy analyst to this position. She was instrumental 
in establishing the New England Common Assessment Program and is currently working 
with the Charles A. Dana Center to provide a statewide approach to ensuring that every 
district has guaranteed and viable curricula that are aligned to state standards. 

Barbara Thompson
joined ECS in September 2008 to serve as the project leader 
for Teaching Quality. Thompson brings with her more than 23 
years of experience with the Alaska Department of Education 
& Early Development, where she served as the director 
of the Division of Teaching and Learning Support, deputy 
commissioner of Education, and interim commissioner of 

Education. She also worked in both urban and rural educational programs in the states of 
Alaska and Arizona. Throughout her educational career, she developed and implemented 
successful programs, policies and strategies related to adult education, teacher mentoring, 
principal leadership and state systems of support for schools and districts. She holds a 
master’s in Adult & Community Education and secondary teaching certification.

Phillip Uri Treisman
is professor of mathematics and of public affairs at the 
University of Texas at Austin, where he directs the Charles 
A. Dana Center, a research unit focused on strengthening 
American mathematics and science education. He serves 
on the Carnegie-IAS Commission on the Future of American 
Mathematics and Science Education and on the board of the 

New Teacher Project. He is the senior juror for a Department of Defense study of mobility 
in military families and its effects on their children’s education. For his work on nurturing 
minority student high achievement in college mathematics, he was named a MacArthur 
Fellow in 1992. In February 2006, he was named 2006 Scientist of the Year by the 
Harvard Foundation of Harvard University for his outstanding contributions to mathematics. 
In all his work, he is an advocate for equity and excellence in education for all children.

Bill Tucker 
is managing director at Education Sector, an independent, 
nonpartisan education policy think tank devoted to 
developing innovative solutions to the nation’s most 
pressing educational problems. At Education Sector, Tucker 
focuses on technology and innovation. His most recent 
report, Beyond the Bubble: Technology and the Future of 

Student Assessment, details how technology has the potential to drastically improve 
our current assessment systems and practices, leading to significant improvements in 
teaching and learning in the nation’s classrooms. He is an expert on virtual schooling 
and wrote Laboratories of Reform: Virtual High Schools and Innovation in Public 
Education. Tucker is a graduate of Duke University and has both an MBA and a 
Master’s of Education from Stanford University. 
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Bruce Vandal
coordinates research and policy work as director of the 
Postsecondary and Workforce Development Institute at ECS. 
Currently, Bruce is the director of Getting Past Go, a three-year 
Lumina Foundation for Education project to more effectively 
leverage investments in remedial and developmental 
education to increase college attainment. He also is the 

co-director of the Tennessee Developmental Studies Redesign Initiative, which is a 
partnership with the Tennessee Board of Regents (TBR) to reform developmental education 
courses at TBR institutions funded by the U.S. Department of Education’s Fund for the 
Improvement of Postsecondary Education. Bruce also has directed projects on aligning 
education and workforce development policy, teacher preparation and college access. He 
earned his Ph.D in Education Policy and Administration from the University of Minnesota.

Suzanne Walsh 
is a senior program director at Lumina Foundation for 
Education in Indianapolis. She manages the Foundation’s work 
on the Making Opportunity Affordable initiative, aimed at 
increasing college productivity by bringing about fundamental 
change in the way higher education does business. Before 
joining Lumina in July 2007, Suzanne was a program officer 

in the innovation economy program at The Heinz Endowments in Pittsburgh. There, her 
diverse portfolio included community colleges, universities, workforce development, tech 
commercialization and transfer, city/county consolidation, immigration and regional 
economic development. Suzanne has her Juris Doctorate and master’s in social work from 
Case Western Reserve University, a bachelor’s of science from Cornell University, and an 
associates degree in applied science from Hudson Valley Community College. She is a 
member of the Human Ecology Alumni Association Board at Cornell University.

Garrison Walters
is executive director of the South Carolina Commission on Higher Education. Prior to 
arriving in South Carolina in 2007, he was Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs with the 
Ohio Board of Regents. Walters, a Fulbright Scholar and student of Russian and East 
European history, is author of The Other Europe and The Essential Guide to Computing. 

Lynne Weisenbach 
currently serves as vice chancellor for P-16 Initiatives for 
the University System of Georgia. She has served on a 
number of national and state boards and task forces. 
The focus of her work has been P-16 reform and teacher 
education. She has been a principal investigator of grants 
and external funds in excess of $30 million. Prior to 

coming to Georgia, she served as dean, professor and founding executive director 
of the Center of Excellence in Leadership of Learning (CELL) at the University of 
Indianapolis. She also has taught in multiple K-12 positions. Weisenbach holds degrees 
and certificate from Butler University, Ball State University and Harvard University.

Barbara Weren 
is an assessment specialist in mathematics, currently 
working on the National Assessment for Education 
Progress (NAEP) in the assessment development area at 
Educational Testing Service. She has primary responsibility 
for development of the grade 4 NAEP Mathematics 
Assessment. Prior to joining the NAEP group, she worked 

for several years in the Teacher Licensure Group, which had responsibility for 
development of the Praxis Series of Assessments for Licensure of Beginning Teachers.

Gary Whiteley 
has served as the director of the Alaska Administrator 
Coaching Project since January 2004. Previously, he served 
as an elementary teacher, assistant principal, principal, 
curriculum director, professional development coordinator 
and assistant superintendent. Whiteley was a research 
associate at the Center for Research and Evaluation at the 

University of Maine. Additionally, he assisted the Alaska Department of Education and 
Early Development through his service on the Technical Review Committee for the state 
assessment system, providing technical assistance in the development of a retired teacher 
licensure system, and helped develop a statewide electronic formative assessment 
system. He also has worked as a consultant for numerous school districts in Alaska.

Ronald Williams 
is a vice president of the College Board. Williams is responsible 
for strengthening the relationship between the College Board 
and community colleges. He also provides leadership to 
initiatives dealing with students’ access to and persistence in 
college. Williams joined the College Board in 2007 from Prince 
George’s Community College in Largo, Maryland, where he 

had served as president since 1999. Before Prince George’s, he was acting president of the 
Community College of Philadelphia. Williams attended Lehigh University, where he earned a 
doctorate in literature, a master’s in English and a bachelor’s in history and English.

Jamie Woodson
represents the 6th Senatorial District in the Tennessee State 
Senate. She received her Bachelor of Arts and Doctorate 
of Jurisprudence degrees at The University of Tennessee at 
Knoxville. Throughout her 10 years of service as a member 
of the Tennessee General Assembly, she has worked 
diligently to improve educational outcomes for Tennessee 

students. As the chairman of the Senate Education Committee, she spearheaded many 
educational initiatives, such as the reform of Tennessee’s funding formula for K-12 
education, the expansion of Tennessee Public Charter Schools and development of the 
Tennessee Education Lottery Scholarship Program, which has provided over $1.3 billion 
in educational opportunities for Tennessee students. On January 15, 2009, she was 
appointed Speaker Pro Tempore of the Senate by Lieutenant Governor Ron Ramsey.

David Wright
is the chief policy, planning and research officer for the 
Tennessee Higher Education Commission (THEC). Currently, 
his work at THEC includes serving as state coordinator 
for Making Opportunity Affordable, a multi-state grant 
initiative funded by Lumina Foundation to improve state 
higher education systems’ degree productivity in a fiscally 

constrained environment. David returned to his native South in 2006 after serving 
as senior researcher for the national association of State Higher Education Executive 
Officers, where he led the annual State Higher Education Finance survey, a national 
examination of state tax effort and higher education funding trends.
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Pearson
Pearson (www.pearsoned.com) is the global leader in educational publishing, providing 
scientifically research-based print and digital programs to help students and their 
teachers achieve success.

College Board
The College Board is a not-for-profit membership association whose mission is to 
connect students to college success and opportunity. Founded in 1900, the association 
is composed of more than 5,400 schools, colleges, universities and other educational 
organizations. Each year, the College Board serves seven million students and their 
parents, 23,000 high schools and 3,500 colleges through major programs and services 
in college admissions, guidance, assessment, financial aid, enrollment, and teaching and 
learning. Among its best-known programs are the SAT®, the PSAT/NMSQT® and the Advanced Placement Program® (AP®). The College Board is committed to the principles 
of excellence and equity, and that commitment is embodied in all of its programs, services, activities and concerns. 

The Lexile Framework for Reading/ 
The Quantile Framework for Mathematics 

MetaMetrics Inc. developed The Lexile Framework for Reading and its companion scale, The Quantile Framework for Mathematics. 
The Lexile Framework provides a common scale for matching reader ability and text difficulty, enabling teachers and parents 
to choose materials that can help to improve student reading skills, and monitoring literacy across the curriculum and at home. 
Quantiles measure student mathematical achievement and concept/application solvability. The Quantile Framework represents 
a student’s ability to think mathematically in a taxonomy of math skills, concepts and applications. The Quantile strands — 
geometry, measurement, numbers and operations, algebra/patterns and functions, and data analysis and probability — integrate 
and align with the strands described by the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM).

Educational Testing Service (ETS)
Educational Testing Service (ETS) is the world’s largest private, nonprofit educational testing 
and measurement organization and a leader in education research. ETS products and 
services measure knowledge and skills, promote learning and performance, and support 
education and professional development. ETS’ employees produce and administer nearly 50 
million tests annually in more than 180 countries. ETS is dedicated to serving the needs of 
individuals, educational institutions and government agencies around the world. 

Measured Progress 
It’s all about student learning. Measured Progress provides customized, integrated, full-service assessment, 
professional development and instructional support for state and local educators. We continue to develop 
innovative products and programs, including alternate assessments for students with profound disabilities, 
assessment instruments for English language learners, computer-based assessments, and a growing 
catalog of local assessments and professional development products and services.

Worldwide Interactive Network, Inc. 
Worldwide Interactive Network, Inc. (WIN) was established in 1996, with a vision to create and 
integrate learning technologies for enhanced educational opportunities in America and throughout the 
world. WIN became a company whose applications enable life-learning for business and education via 
web-based technologies. WIN, with corporate headquarters located in Kingston, Tennessee, is positioned 
as a global leader in knowledge management and courseware delivery systems. WIN has enabled 
thousands of national and international clients and millions of users to enter the 21st century with the speed and convenience afforded by the Internet and distance learning.

The Education Commission of the States would like to thank the following yearlong 
corporate partners for their generous contributions to ECS and the National Forum.



We are proud and grateful to have many of these 
extraordinary individuals with us here in Nashville.

ECS congratulates  
The 2009 State Teachers of the Year! 

Thanks to the generous support of the National Education Association (NEA) who made the teachers’ participation possible.

Congratulations to Anthony Mullen, of ARCH School in Connecticut, as the 2009 National Teacher of the Year!

Alabama
Roy Hudson
Shades Valley High School

 Alaska
Robert Williams
Colony High School

American Samoa
Murali Gopolan
Leone High School

Arizona
Sarah Baird
Kyrene Del Milenio

Arkansas
Susan Waggener
West Memphis Senior High School 

California
Alex Kajitani
Mission Middle School

Colorado
Susan Elliott
Highlands Ranch High School
2009 National Teacher of the Year Finalist

Connecticut
Anthony Mullen
ARCH School
2009 National Teacher of the Year

Delaware
Mark Teesdale
Lake Forest Central Elementary School

Department of Defense 
Education Activity
Dorothy Goulet
Kaiserslautern Middle School

District of Columbia
Kimberly Worthy
Howard University Middle School of 
Mathematics and Science

Florida
Jean Lamar
Callahan Middle School

Georgia
Leanne Maule
Cartersville High School

Hawaii
Bebi Davis
W. R. Farrington High School

Idaho
Robin Sly
Trail Wind Elementary

Illinois
Linda Smerge
Woodrow Wilson Elementary School

Indiana
Tania Harman
Warren Primary Center

Iowa
Linda Heffner
Everett Elementary School

Kansas
Cynthia Couchman
Buhler High School

Kentucky
Karen Gill
Henry Clay High School

Louisiana
Deborah Tonguis
Mandeville High School

Maine
Gloria Noyes
Congin Elementary School

Maryland
William Thomas
Dr. Henry A. Wise Jr. High School

Massachusetts
George Watson
Walpole High School

Michigan
Jennifer Haberling
Baldwin Street Middle School

Minnesota
Derek Olson
Afton-Lakeland Elementary

Mississippi
Wynona Herchenhahn
Forest High School

Missouri
Margaret Williams
University City High School

Montana
Sally Broughton
Monforton School

Nebraska
Daniel McCarthy
Hastings Senior High School

Nevada
Steve Johnson
Churchill County High School

New Hampshire
Deborah Fogg
Lancaster School

New Jersey
Jeanne Muzi
Benjamin Franklin Elementary School

New Mexico
Blythe Turner
Rio Rancho Elementary

New York
Vickie Mike
Horseheads High School

North Carolina
Cynthia Cole Rigsbee
Gravelly Hill Middle School
2009 National Teacher of the Year Finalist

North Dakota
Beth Ekre
Carl Ben Eielson Middle School

Northern Mariana 
Islands
James Phillips
Marianas High School

Ohio
Deborah Wickerham
Chamberlin Hill Intermediate School

Oklahoma
Heather Sparks
Taft Middle School

Oregon
Michael Lampert
West Salem High School

Pennsylvania
Rebecca Snyder
Greater Latrobe Senior High School,

Rhode Island
Barbara Walton-Faria
Thompson Middle School

South Carolina
Jenna Hallman
Calhoun Academy of the Arts

South Dakota
Paul Kuhlman
Avon School District 4-1

Tennessee
Luajean Bryan
Walker Valley High School

Texas
Christine Gleason
Fabens High School

Utah
Sharon Gallagher-Fishbaugh
Dilworth Elementary

Vermont
Diana Leddy
Newton School

Virgin Islands
Edney Freeman
Charlotte Amalie High School

Virginia
Stephanie Doyle
Breckinridge Middle School

Washington
Susan Johnson
Cle Elum - Roslyn High School

West Virginia
MaryLu Hutchins
Steenrod Elementary

Wisconsin
Lori Neurohr
Kohler Elementary School

Wyoming
Alice King
Campbell County High School



Save the date!

Please join us next summer in 
Portland, Oregon 
for the 

2010 National Forum on 
Education Policy, July 14-16.



700 Broadway
Suite 810

Denver, CO 80203-3442
www.ecs.org
ecs@ecs.org

Education Commission of the States (ECS) is the only 

nationwide, nonpartisan organization that brings together 

key leaders — governors, legislators, chief state school 

officers, higher education officials, business leaders and 

others — to work side by side to improve education.

EQUIPPING EDUCATION LEADERS
ADVANCING IDEAS


